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REUNION
James Cassidy
most unlikely
he would see
too many
from a time beyond
when they were
boys and girls
singing songs
without inflection
to a scratching violin
or playing games
outdoors
to chants with meter
and with meaning
preordained
by what was played
so long ago
he thought
that he would hardly know
the faces
hidden
in their weathered masks
the joy and pain
the love
the wizening disguise
all stained with tears
come out
come out
wherever you are
children hiding
masked
escape the searching years
oley oley ocean free
the child within
returns to see
hair gone gray
disguised by life
and now betrayed
encounters it
surprised
to find himself
the child
that until now
he never knew
was lost
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